
  

 

G r e e t i n g s  F r o m  Y o u r  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  

October   2009 

The  Wyoming Chiropractic Association/ NCMIC An-

nual Fall  seminar, Saturday  November 21,  2009 

Please go to www.wyochiroassociation.com and register on line 

before the seminar instead of at the door.  Many of our docs have 

already done this Thank– you!  Registering prior to  the seminar 

makes planning with the host hotel for breakfast and other accom-

modations for our doctors much easier. 

General Information 

Where: Ramkota Hotel, 800 N. Poplar, Casper 

When: Saturday, November 21, 2009 /8- 5:00 (check-in and conti-

nental breakfast at 7:00 am) 

Rooms $72.00 per night, call 266 - 6000 be sure to mention WCA 

Speakers: Dr. Stephen Perle will speak on Rehabilitation, Soft Tis-

sue Dysfunction, Evidence Based Practice. 

  Anna Allen will speak on Risk Management. 

This is an 8 credit  seminar + 5% discount on your NCMIC malprac-

tice insurance for 3 years! 

 

 

 

 

S e m i n a r  U p d a t e  

YOU ARE HERE ! 

April 30 - May 1, 2010 

Spring Creek Ranch 

Jackson, Wyoming 

 

We will be featuring Dr. John Hyland who gives an interactive 

seminar on “ChiroPractical Rehab - Integrating Active Training 

and Exercise for Spinal Health and Wellness.”  (12 CEC) 

Please check our web site for details and to register with WCA. 

To obtain the group rate on lodging, you must call in your 

reservations at 1-800-443-6139-2010 before January 31, 2010. 

Be sure to mention you are with the WCA Spring  2010 con-

vention. 

It is a pleasure to finally get this newsletter out to our members!   

We have two very good seminars lined up as you can read about 

below. I am looking forward to seeing you there. 

I am excited and looking forward to attending t he COCSA 2009 

convention in St. Petersburg, Florida November 12-15.   I am 

proud to represent our Wyoming Chiropractors and the WCA as 

one of the smallest (if not smallest ) associations in the country.  

The agenda is jam packed with great speakers featuring topics 

common to  state associations such as “Eight  Critical Steps to 

Getting Member (and future) Members’ attention,” “Legislative 

Preparedness-Are you ready?” and “IRS - Pitfalls for Tax Exempt 

Organizations.”  I hope to bring back a report loaded with good 

ideas! 

Plan on attending our Spring Seminar again this year at SCR. I 

believe most doctors really enjoyed this facility last year. I hope to 

put together a dinner this year for Friday night so  we can social-

ize more and get to know each other better personally.  

We have some critically important work we are in the middle of  

foremost being the PT battle.  As described in this newsletter, we 

are well on top of it and meeting with legislators and writing 

letters.  Please check your email on a regular basis, and be sure to 

log on to our WCA Private Forum to read complete  position pa-

pers available to you for comment. We need ALL members to be 

aware of this and ready to be called on to write a letter, make a 

phone call, or travel to Cheyenne for a hearing.  It makes a HUGE 

difference  to the future of the profession. Please call me at any 

time if you have questions or feedback. I would love to hear from 

you. 

Lastly, we  are  also working on shoring up our financial status 

and outdated bylaws. These are big topics that will be discussed 

at the Fall Seminar, and in greater detail at the  Spring convention.  

Sincerely Yours,    - Lisa Popp 
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As you know we  have been working 

hard on monitoring the activity of the 

Rules and Regulations Process concern-

ing the Physical Therapists.  Here is  an 

update on that process: 

1. The WCA Board has written and 

posted on our private forum our 

OFFICAL POLICY PAPER on ad-

vanced education and training to 

perform Grade 5 manipulation. 

2. WCA has matched  constituent 

Chiropractors with corresponding 

Management Council Members 

(who will give final recommenda-

tion to the Gov.) and they are meet 

ing with them and informing them 

of our opposition. 

3. WCA has formally requested a 

hearing in front of the Wyoming 

Board of Physical Therapy to voice 

our opposition. 

4. WCA has written a complaint to 

our BOE to activate their involve-

ment. 

5. WCA President is working on invit-

ing  Orthopedic Surgeons and other 

Doctors  to  weigh in in  this issue 

6. Letter writing campaign from all 

WCA members.  

 

'$1$ɀ2ɯ6'$1$ɯYOU come in: 

We are at present in the comment 

period which precedes the public hear-

ing  of which we are waiting for a 

date. This period ends November 3rd. 

Last spring the House Labor Commit-

tee sent SF0054 to the Wyoming Board 

of Physical Therapy to write and pro-

pose specific Rules delineating 

ɁÈËÝÈÕÊÌËɂɯeducation requirements 

they would require Physical Thera-

pists to have to perform Grade 5 ma-

nipulation. Advanced would  typically 

be defined as “post graduate.”  Listed 

below are the proposed rules they 

came up with: 

Section 5.   Evidence of competence; 

manual therapy  

(a) Qualification for grades 1-4 joint 
manipulation include: 

(i)  Graduate of a United States accredited, 
entry-level physical therapy program. 

(ii)  Foreign-educated licenses shall pro-
vide evidence of entry-level training in 
manual therapy techniques as part of their 
curriculum. 

(b)  Qualification for grade 5 
joint manipulation (high velocity, low ampli-
tude thrust manipulation) must include one 

or more of the following: 

(i)  Graduates from 
physical therapy programs shall obtain and 
maintain evidence showing that high veloc-
ity, low amplitude thrust techniques were 
included in their entry-level educational 
program. 

(ii)  Hold the orthopedic 
clinical specialist (OCS) or sports clinical spe-
cialist (SCS) certification from the American 
Physical Therapy Association with documenta-
tion that high velocity, low amplitude thrust 
techniques were included in the study program. 

(iii)  Successfully com-
plete a formal, credentialed manual therapy 
fellowship or other certification. 

(iv)  Successfully com-
plete a post entry-level education in high veloc-
ity, low amplitude thrust techniques. 

Clearly these proposed rules do not meet 

this “advanced” requirement. The rules 

state that any training in an entry level PT 

program would qualify them to perform 

Grade 5 manipulation.  This is completely 

unacceptable to the Chiropractic profes-

sion. Here is what YOU need to do imme-

diately during this comment period: 

Send  your comments and objections  via 

email or written letter on these proposed 

rules to: 

Veronica Skoranski 

Occupational Licensing Administrator 

PT Board of Examiners 

1800 Carey Ave 4th floor 

Cheyenne, Wyoming 82002 

(307) 777-3507 

Or  email vskora@state.wy.us 

Please do this before November 3. 

 

U p d a t e  o n  S F 0 0 5 4  

   P r e s i d e n t ’ s  M e s s a g e  

Greetings  

I want to thank the Chiropractors from around Wyoming for the help they have given so far to the ongoing PT manipulation issue. 

This has been the WCA main focus this year and the battle continues. 

At our fall seminar on November 21 , I would like to invite WCA members’ input on these issues: 

1:  The ongoing battle for tough manipulation safety educational levels in the PT profession. 

2. Changes that need to be made in the with the WCA constitution and bylaws. 

3. High School Physicals 

4. New board members. We currently have two board positions open and I will be completing my term this spring. If you have a 

passion for continuing the good fight for Chiropractic in Wyoming please let a fellow member know so you can be nominated 

Be a part of the solution. Support the WCA. 
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Sports Physicals in the state of Wyoming had gone 

unattested and under radar for quite some time, that is until last 

year when the lid came off and the profession of Chiropractic was 

under attack as an inadequately qualified profession that was not 

capable of performing such physical examinations.   I had been 

performing sports physicals for the local high school for a couple 

of years when last year the athletes’ that had received their physi-

cal in my office showed up for the first day of football practice 

and were denied the ability to practice because they had received 

their physical by a chiropractor.  This left the athletes’ scrambling 

to get a physical from another health care provider that was over 

booked and took sometimes more than a week to schedule.  If the 

athlete missed numerous practices then he would not be able to 

play the first game.  This left parents upset and frustrated.  As a 

qualified health care professional, I too was frustrated with the 

program and the lack of communication in notifying our office 

that the physicals were not going to be accepted.   Finding out this 

information Tuesday morning, which was the morning after the 

first practice, I contacted the local high school athletic director, 

and he was unavailable.  Seeking out the reasoning behind the 

school’s decision I then called the Wyoming High School Athletic 

Association Commissioner, Ron Laird.  He kindly directed me to 

the handbook of rules that did not include chiropractors as pro-

fessionals that could perform these physicals.   He apologized and 

listened as I explained the qualifications that we have. He went on 

to inform me that the Association has an Advisory Board that 

makes recommendation on such manners. This board consist of 

MD’s, PA’s, and Athletic Trainers.  The Board meets once a year 

in June and occasionally in November, if needed.  Their next 

planned meeting was in May, which meant that even if the proc-

ess of making any changes began, it would not happen until Sep-

tember of the next year. That would restrict chiropractors from 

performing sports physicals to high school athletes for at least one 

more full year.  Not satisfied with that, I requested that we sched-

ule a meeting in November.  Ron said that he would try to accom-

modate that.   Following a serious of phone calls a date was set in 

December for a board meeting.  The meeting was in Casper (7 

hours away) at 8:00am.  A number of chiropractors from the state, 

and the Wyoming Chiropractic Association made the drive that 

morning early and presented to the board the education and 

qualifications of the chiropractic profession.  This lasted about one 

hour and there was a long concerned discussion that left me feel-

ing discouraged.  Hope came in the form of one of the MD’s that 

talked to me afterwards. His hesitation stemmed from the fact, 

that in all of his years as a doctor he had not associated with a 

chiropractor and did not understand their clinical reasoning abili-

ties.  I left the meeting with an assignment from the board to 

gather sample board questions and the actual curriculum of chiro-

practic school.    

A few months had passed by the follow up phone calls 

began again.  Ron contacted me back and said that their attorney 

said that the board was not qualified to make that decision.  They 

had gone through the state statutes and determined that the states 

medical board of examiners was to make that decision.  A letter 

was written to the medical board from the WHSAA asking about 

the qualifications to perform such physicals and if chiropractors 

were qualified.  Effort was made to then talk to the medical board 

about the manner and the medical board agreed with the chiro-

practor board that it was not the medical board’s decision as to 

whether or not chiropractors could do this exam.  The chiropractic 

board of examiners then agreed to sign a letter that described and 

explained the state statutes and laws that determined that chiro-

practors were licensed to perform the physical examinations and 

determine the health status of these athletes.   After the letter was 

completed and sent to the WHSAA and they received the letter 

they then consented to add chiropractors to the list of physicians 

that could perform the sports physical examinations.              

This is the basis of the steps that it took to make this 

change in the state of Wyoming.  Much behind the scenes effort 

and phone calls were made to lead to this end result.   The end 

result I feel has added to the credibility of the profession as a 

whole in this state and hopefully will, with other such efforts, 

continue to bridge the gap between health care professionals.  We 

need to respect one another for the efforts that we provide in 

helping the general population maintain and establish good 

health.   

Great thanks to the Casper Chiropractors, [HR Graber, 

Shane Copelan] Scott Popp, Lisa Popp, and the Wyoming Board 

of Chiropractic Examiners in the accomplishment of the end result 

of increase the credibility of the profession.   

Submitted by Dr. Darnell Simpson 

WCA Board:  Our board holds teleconference meetings the second Tuesday morning of every month. Our meetings are 1 hour long. This 

has proved to be very productive. We currently have two board seats open and will be looking for new members. Please consider serving 

on the WCA Board. No experience necessary, just a willingness to work and serve your profession. 

Legislative Committee: At this time we have several Chiros working hard contacting the Mgmt Council on SF54. Please see update on pg2. 

Dr. Darnell Simpson and BOE  Succeeds in Changing  Sport Physical Examination Discrimination in 

Wyoming 

 

B o a r d / C o m m i t t e e  T a l k  

Great Job!! 
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Foundation for Chiropractic Progress Pur-

chases Unprecedented $1M High Profile 

Media Blitz to Advance Profession in 

Health Care Reform Debate 

CARMICHAEL, Calif. ɬ August 20, 2009 ɬ The 

Foundation for Chiropractic Progress 

(www.f4cp.com), a not-for-profit organization 

dedicated to increasing public awareness of the 

benefits of chiropractic, announces the launch of a 

nearly $1M, four-week media blitz in some of the 

nation’s highest profile publications including The 

Wall Street Journal, Politico, Roll Call, USA Today, 

and The Foundation’sWashington Post.  Featuring 

support for the profession articulated by the  

highly credible spokespersons, the campaign is 

expected to generate over 10 million media im-

pressions and will reinforce the role of chiroprac-

tic care as it impacts the delivery of quality, cost-

AMERICAN CHIROPRACTIC ASSOC UPDATE 

Wyoming Delegate, Daniel Staight, DC attended 

the American Chiropractic Association’s (ACA) 

House of Delegates (HOD) annual meeting Sept. 

23-26 in Dallas, Texas. The main discussion 

revolved around the profession’s progress and 

proposed new strategies toward securing a 

place for chiropractic in national health care 

reform. The HOD also approved several impor-

tant policies, elected new leaders, presented 

awards, and received progress reports on a 

number of ACA programs and initiatives. 

 

A full report will be given at the WCA fall meet-

ing in Casper. 

 

Good work Dan! 

 

effective health care nationwide.  

The media blitz is scheduled to run from mid-

September through mid-October 2009, and will 

include Foundation advertisements featuring 

Brig. Gen. Becky Halstead (retired) and future 

football Hall-of-Famer Jerry Rice, as well as the 

AMI Study by Richard Sarnat MD revealing that 

regular utilization of chiropractic care could re-

duce overall global health care cost by almost 50 

percent.  All advertisements are available to con-

tributors in poster format for display in their 

offices. 

 

Lisa Popp, Executive Director 

1334 Heathrow Ave 

Casper, Wyoming 82609 

Email: dc@wyochiroassociation.com 

 

Phone: (307) 315-2265 

Web: www.wyochiroassociation.com 

 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Dr. Paul Anthony White, founder of Nutri-West, passed away on 

Saturday, Oct. 17, 2009 at the Wyoming Medical Center in Casper, 

Wyoming, at the age of 70. Paul attended Northwestern College 

of Chiropractic. Paul was one of the original 12 founding members 

of the International College of Applied Kinesiology. In 1981 Paul 

and his family started Nutri-West, a nutrition manufacturing com-

pany, to provide supplements to his family and patients. The com-

pany rapidly expanded into an international nutritional company 

with worldwide distribution. Through the years he has supported 

the WCA legislatively and financially. For a more detailed descrip-

tion of his life and work and funeral service information, log on to 

ww.dynamicchiropractic.com. 

   

 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR ASKS YOU TO PROMOTE YOUR ASSOCIA-

TION!    HOW??  TELL CHIROPRACTORS  THE BENEFITS OF WCA  

MEMBERSHIP 

1. Free listing of your clinic on WCA web site and link to your clinic web site 

2. Free advertising on web site and free newsletter 

3. Association help when needed—complaints, issues, camaraderie 

4. Free Private WCA forum to discuss state and local issues 

5.        CEC Seminars free with paid current membership 

6.       COCSA/ACA/ICA representation and resources  

7.        Updates on current legislation affecting Chiropractic in Wyoming  

 

 

 

http://www.f4cp.com
http://www.nutri-west.com
http://www.nwhealth.edu
http://www.nwhealth.edu

